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CORONAVIRUS — NATIONAL COVID-19 COORDINATION COMMISSION 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.42 pm]: I would like to reflect on a couple of things that have come 
up in the previous week, with community members coming in to my office or sending me messages about some 
of the responses from the federal government. I have touched on a couple of points about the National COVID-19 
Coordination Commission. I think it is right that I raise them again tonight, because there is a real concern across 
the community, as a member mentioned previously, especially about issues such as the social unrest that we have 
seen going on in the United States, the pandemic, the recession, the climate crisis, deaths in custody, homelessness, 
young people, people in the arts community, and people facing real issues with what is unfolding in their own lives 
and how they are going to provide for their family. The burden of this is falling disproportionately on a lot of casual 
workers, young people and women. These issues compound the anxiety within the community. When we look at 
what is going on and the response from the federal government, we cannot blame those people for continually 
raising these issues with us. After all, in this place, we are the people making the decisions, and we have a louder 
voice than they have to go to the federal government and point to the issues that are coming up and that people are 
raising with their own state. 
The COVID commission, for example, was set up by the Prime Minister in the early days with, in my mind, a real 
lack of consultation. There was political influence and he pretty much stacked the body with people from the corporate 
side of things who are advocating for a gas-led recovery and ensuring that the government works for those industries 
and not necessarily for the people whom we in this place are representing. We really need to ask ourselves these 
questions: Will these people in this corporate-led recovery act in the interests of people? Will they talk about the 
homelessness crisis? Will they talk about the climate crisis? Obviously not when it comes to the industries they 
are from. Will they be advocating on behalf of the people losing their jobs in this country to ensure that Newstart 
does not drop back to $40 a day, which will condemn hundreds of thousands of people, if not over a million people, 
to life below the poverty line? These issues will not go away. The reality is that if we have a corporate influence 
on this body, it will not act in the interests of the community but in the interests of the profit margins from the 
sectors that they are from, the people whom they know and the circles that they associate with. One example this 
week was when the federal minister—I think it was Dan Tehan—made an announcement that he was ending the 
free child care, which ensured that people could stay in work in the essential services that we have relied upon to 
get ourselves through this COVID crisis. One comment that was made on my Facebook page about an article was 
from someone named Chloe, who described what the free childcare measure meant to her. She said — 

If not for free child care I would not have been able to survive my changed work arrangements. A lot of 
working mums have it really really hard...And a lot of us in frontline/essential services — 

We rely upon it. It continues — 

To go back to before is not possible for my family and more sacrifices will have to be made. 

Another member of the community commented — 

Women have been disproportionately affected by COVID through job losses and working in the frontline 
in health, teaching and care services. To SnapBack the childcare subsidies to the previous incomprehensible 
system is further disenfranchising women 

I had a number of other comments on the arts community and what it is going through now and a whole lot of 
other people who did not qualify for JobSeeker because in their industries they rely on short-term contracts and 
a casualised workforce to meet their life obligations. 

At the end of the day, when we look at the other side of this pandemic, we see we have a choice. We could follow 
one of the recommendations from the leaked draft report from a couple of weeks ago that indicated that we should 
be taking money from the clean energy fund to subsidise the gas industry. We all know that the cost of renewables 
is coming down and a lot of data indicates that it is cheaper than fossil fuels, and so we can understand why this 
industry is clawing to stay relevant, because at the end of the day it cannot compete. These industries are not worth 
supporting because the industries that we should be supporting are the ones that are going to provide jobs and new 
tech and new manufacturing. The previous member spoke tonight about some of the initiatives taken on here in 
WA; we should be supporting manufacturing. For example, we have a vast array of lithium deposits in the state 
that we could be using for manufacturing. We could take other options such as ensuring that a social safety net 
provides to ensure that people stay in school, and make sure that Newstart does not drop back into that realm of 
condemning so many people into poverty. 

It is up to us to ensure that these things change and when we look at what is going on with the federal government 
and what it indicated by its actions in winding back, as I said before, the free child care, I totally understand. 
I am hearing people and I know that they are stressed and that they are going through so much anxiety when they 
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are staring down the barrel of potentially facing a time when all these supports are wound back. That is what the 
Prime Minister basically said—he is going to wind it back, I think, in the coming months. If we go down the path 
of condemning so many people into the realm of these poverty situations, it is really a reflection on us. We need 
to make sure that we are loud in advocating for the right policy outcomes to ensure that these people are protected. 
We also need to make sure that the industries that will be supporting our community and going into the future with 
new technology are the industries that we support so we can reassure the community that we are doing everything 
within our power to ensure that they are protected in the coming months. 

I look forward to hearing more announcements from the state government. I look forward even more to hearing 
what the Premier has to say directly to the Prime Minister about what he should be doing to ensure that the COVID 
commission is advocating for the things that serve the people of the state, not the corporations. 
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